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M27M27
F

or the past several years SADJ has 
been following progress of the US 
Marine Corps’ program to identify 
DQG� ¿HOG� D� VXLWDEOH� DOWHUQDWLYH� WR�
WKH� 0���� 6TXDG� $XWRPDWLF� :HDS-

RQ�� � :KLOH� WKH� ����PP� EHOW� IHG� 6$:� LV�
WRXWHG� DV� D� UHODWLYHO\� SRUWDEOH� ZHDSRQ�
WKDW� FDQ�SXPS�RXW� D�KLJK� YROXPH�RI�¿UH��
PDQ\�RI�WKH�/HDWKHUQHFN�026������JUXQWV�
ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�KXPSLQJ� WKLV� WZHQW\�SOXV�
SRXQG�SDFNDJH�VLQFH������KDYH�EHHQ�DVN-
LQJ� IRU� VRPHWKLQJ� OLJKWHU�� VLPSOHU� DQG�
more reliable.  This sentiment has been re-
SHDWHG�E\�PDQ\�LQ�WKHLU�FKDLQ�RI�FRPPDQG�
IURP�¿UH�WHDP�OHDGHUV�WR�ÀDJ�RI¿FHUV���
� /LNH� PRVW� DQ\� VLJQL¿FDQW� FKDQJH�
WR� WKH� VWDWXV� TXR�� WKH� 6$:�UHSODFHPHQW�
SURFHVV� KDV� EHHQ� GLI¿FXOW� DV� YDULRXV� IDF-
WLRQV� KDYH� PDGH� WKHLU� RIWHQ� FRQWHQWLRXV�
SRVLWLRQV� NQRZQ�� �'HWDLOV� RI� WKLV� VWUXJJOH�
ZLWKLQ�WKH�&RUSV��VSDQQLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�WZR�
GR]HQ�\HDUV��ZLOO�EH�SURYLGHG�LQ�3DUW������
� 0HDQZKLOH�� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� KDV� EHHQ�by ROBERT BRUCE

T H E  U . S .  M A R I N E  C O R P S ’       N E W  I N F A N T R Y  A U T O M A T I C  R I F L E
P A R T  O N E
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made and the Corps is well on its way to 
LVVXLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�������0���,$5V�DV�IDVW�
DV� JXQPDNHU�+HFNOHU�	�.RFK� FDQ�GHOLYHU�
WKHP�� � %\� HDUO\� ������ HYHU\� 6TXDG�$XWR-
PDWLF�5LÀHPDQ�LQ�,QIDQWU\�¿UH�WHDPV�DQG�
/LJKW�$UPRUHG�5HFRQ�VFRXW�WHDPV�ZLOO�EH�
FDUU\LQJ�WKH�QHZ�,$5���
� %XW� GRQ¶W� PRXUQ� IRU� WKH� 0����� � $�
KDOI�GR]HQ�6$:V�ZLOO�EH� UHWDLQHG� LQ�HDFK�
,QIDQWU\� 5LÀH� &RPSDQ\�� DYDLODEOH� WR� WKH�
FRPPDQGHU�DV�WDFWLFDO�VLWXDWLRQV�DULVH��

RIGHT TO THE SOURCE
� .QRZLQJ� WKDW� SADJ’s readers de-
VHUYH� D� FORVH� ORRN� DW� WKH� 0DULQHV¶� QHZ�
PDFKLQH� ULÀH�� RXU� FRQWDFWV� DW�8�6�� EDVHG�
+.�'HIHQVH�DQVZHUHG�WKH�FDOO��JHQHURXVO\�
SURYLGLQJ�KDQGV�RQ� OLYH�¿UH� DQG�GHWDLOHG�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKLV�KLVWRU\�PDNLQJ�DGGL-
WLRQ�WR�WKH�'HYLO�'RJ�DUVHQDO�����
 Small Arms Defense Jour-
nal�LQWHUYLHZHG�5REHUW�³5RE-
ELH´� 5HLGVPD�� RQ� 1RYHP-
EHU� ���� ������ IROORZLQJ� WKH�
H[FOXVLYH�0��� EULH¿QJ� DQG�
OLYH� ¿UH� VHVVLRQ� KH� KDG� DU-
UDQJHG�IRU�XV�HDUOLHU�WKDW�GD\�
DW�D�VSHFLDO�RSHUDWLRQV�DQG�ODZ�
HQIRUFHPHQW� WDFWLFDO� WUDLQLQJ�
FHQWHU� FDOOHG� 7KH� &UXFLEOH� LQ� UXUDO�
6WDIIRUG�&RXQW\�QHDU�)UHGHULFNVEXUJ��9LU-
JLQLD�� �5HLGVPD��D�UHWLUHG�860&�,QIDQWU\�
6HQLRU�1&2��ZDV�KLUHG�E\�+.�'HIHQVH�LQ�
�������+H�ZDV�QDPHG�E\�+.'�DV�WKH�,$5�
3URJUDP�0DQDJHU�LQ�'HFHPEHU��������
  
SADJ:  Your duty position title and re-
sponsibilities as they relate to the M27 
program?

Reidsma:� � ,� VWDUWHG� RII� DV� RQH� RI� WKH�
WHFKQLFDO� JX\V�ZLWK�+HFNOHU�	�.RFK�'H-
IHQVH� LQ� RXU� UHVSRQVH� WR� WKH� 0DULQH�
&RUSV¶� ,QIDQWU\�$XWRPDWLF�5LÀH� VROLFLWD-
WLRQ�LQ������� �,� ODWHU�EHFDPH�WKH�'HSXW\�
3URJUDP� 0DQDJHU� IRU� +.¶V� ,$5� HIIRUW��
DQG�WKHQ�3URJUDP�0DQDJHU�� � ,� VWLOO�KDYH�

RWKHU� UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� DW� +.'� UHODWHG� WR�
PLOLWDU\��JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�IHGHUDO�ODZ�HQ-
IRUFHPHQW�VDOHV�DQG�SURJUDPV���
SADJ: � %ULHÀ\� GHVFULEH� WKH� H[SHULHQFH�
DQG�TXDOL¿FDWLRQV�\RX�KDYH�WKDW�DUH�SDU-
WLFXODUO\�YDOXDEOH�WR�WKH�0���SURJUDP�

Reidsma:� �7ZHQW\�SOXV�\HDUV�HQOLVWHG�LQ�
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV��WKH�PDMRULW\�RQ�WKH�LQ-
IDQWU\�VLGH�RI�WKH�KRXVH���6QLSHU�DQG�VQLSHU�
LQVWUXFWRU�� ZRUNHG� DORQJVLGH� ZLWK� 6<6-
&20� �0DULQH� &RUSV� 6\VWHPV� &RPPDQG��
ZLWK�WKH�6FRXW�6QLSHU�'D\�6FRSH�DQG�6FRXW�
6QLSHU�HTXLSPHQW�SURJUDPV���7KDW¶V�ZKHUH�
VRPH�RI�P\�DFTXLVLWLRQ�H[SHULHQFH�FRPHV�
IURP�� � ,� UHWLUHG� DV� *XQQHU\� 6HUJHDQW� LQ�
�����DQG�ZHQW�WR�ZRUN�DV�D�FRQWUDFWRU�IRU�
WKH� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� 'HIHQVH�� � ,� ZDV� RQO\�
WKHUH�D�VKRUW�WLPH�EHIRUH�,�FDPH�LQWR�+.�

DERXW�IRXU�\HDUV�DJR���

SADJ:  We understand that 
you aren’t at liberty to talk 
to us about the Marine 
Corps’ information-gath-
HULQJ��HYDOXDWLRQ��WHVW��DQG�
VHOHFWLRQ� SURFHVV�� � %XW� WHOO�

us what HK did in response 
WR� WKH� LQLWLDO� VROLFLWDWLRQ� DQG�

IROORZ�XS�VWDJHV���

Reidsma:� � ,Q� WKH� ¿UVW� SODFH�� HYHU\WKLQJ�
FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�+.�KDV� WR�PHHW�1$72�UH-
TXLUHPHQWV� XQGHU�1$72�$&����� VSHFL¿-
FDWLRQV���+.�HQVXUHV�WKDW�HDFK�ZHDSRQ�DF-
WXDOO\�PHHWV�WKDW�UHJDUGOHVV�LI�LW¶V�JRLQJ�WR�
PLOLWDU\�� ODZ�HQIRUFHPHQW�RU� FLYLOLDQ� FXV-
WRPHUV���,I�\RX�EX\�D�FRPPHUFLDO�KDQGJXQ�
IURP�+.� LW� KDV�PHW� WKDW� SURFHVV�� � 7KDW¶V�
ZK\�+.�KDV�VXFK�D�JRRG�UHSXWDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�
TXDOLW\� EHFDXVH� ZH� GRQ¶W� VD\�� µWKLV� GLGQ¶W�
PHHW� D� FHUWDLQ� UHTXLUHPHQW� VR�QRZ�ZH¶UH�
JRLQJ�WR�VHOO�LW�RQ�WKH�FRPPHUFLDO�PDUNHW�¶��
$OO�+.�SURGXFWV�PHHW�WKH�VDPH�1$72�UH-
TXLUHPHQW�DQG�ZH¶UH�,62������FHUWL¿HG�RQ�
WKH�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�VLGH�DV�ZHOO�
� :H� UHYLHZHG� WKH� JRYHUQPHQW¶V� UH-

“After a rigorous testing process, both in garrison and deployed environments, and in-depth 
consultation with weapons experts through the Corps, the Commandant approved fielding of the 
M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle.  The fielding of the IAR will significantly enhance the ability 
of our infantrymen to gain and maintain fire superiority, reduce their fighting load and pro-
vide them a more ergonomic and accurate weapons system that can keep up during the assault.”  

Major Joseph Plenzler, USMC spokesman, June 2011

PREVIOUS PAGE:  5 September 2011, Camp Leatherneck, Afghanistan.  Shoulder to shoulder with 

members of his fire team who are armed with M4 carbines, a Marine Squad Automatic Rifleman, 

MOS 0311, with 1st Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, continues his transition to Infantry Automatic 

Rifleman, battle sight zeroing his new M27 IAR soon after the unit’s arrival in country.  While the 

distinctive outline of the belt fed M249 tends to draw unwanted attention from the enemy, the M27 

closely resembles the rest of the squad’s rifles.  (U.S. Navy photo by Petty Officer 2nd Class Jonathan 
Chandler)  LEFT:  21 November 2011, The Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  In 

Reidsma’s hands, the M27’s approx. 12 rounds per second full auto cyclic rate is no impediment to 

effective target engagement from prone to standing.  In addition to a favorable ratio of 12.7 lb. weight 

vs. the relatively light recoil of its 5.56mm ammunition, the rifle’s in-line stock, broomstick grip, quick 

adjusting sling, and forward-mounted bipod combine with the inherent accuracy of the weapon’s 16.5 

inch cold hammer forged barrel for remarkable long range performance.  (Robert Bruce)

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR



104   SADEFENSEJOURNAL.COM SADEFENSEJOURNAL.COM   105

TXLUHPHQWV� DQG� VROLFLWDWLRQ� WR� GHWHUPLQH�
ZKDW�+.�SURGXFWV�ZRXOG�PHHW�WKH�UHTXLUH-
PHQWV��HQVXUH�ZH�FDQ�PHHW�WKH�WLPHOLQHV��
DQG�VXSSRUW� WKH�HYROXWLRQ�� �:H� ORRN�DW� LI�
ZH�QHHG�WR�IXUWKHU�WHVW�WKH�LWHP�RU�PRGLI\�
DQG�WHVW�DQ�H[LVWLQJ�LWHP��HWF�� �7KHQ�ZH¶OO�
GR�DQ�LQWHUQDO�WHVWLQJ�SURFHVV���:KHQHYHU�
SRVVLEOH��GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKH�SUR-
JUDP�� ZH¶OO� WU\� WR� PLPLF� DV� EHVW� ZH� FDQ�
whatever the government is going to do.
� 6R�ZH�KDYH�RXU�VHW�RI�UHVXOWV�WR�FRP-
SDUH� ZLWK� WKH� SRWHQWLDO� FXVWRPHU¶V� WHVW�
¿QGLQJV�� WZR� VHWV�RI�GDWD� WKDW�KRSHIXOO\�
VKRXOG� FRPH� RXW� VLPLODU�� � 7KH\� GRQ¶W�
KDYH� WR� EH� H[DFW�� EXW� LW� VKRXOG� SRLQW� LQ�
WKH�VDPH�JHQHUDO�GLUHFWLRQV���$OO�VDLG�DQG�
GRQH�WKH�WHVWLQJ�FDPH�RXW�SUHWW\�JRRG�IRU�
+.µV�,$5��

SADJ:� � &RPPHQW� RQ� DQ\� VLJQL¿FDQW�
WUDGHRIIV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PHHW�,$5¶V�VSHFL¿-
FDWLRQV�� �7KLQJV� OLNH�SLVWRQ�YV��JDV��RSHQ�
EROW�YV��FORVHG��FRRNRII��EDUUHO�VZDS��EHOW�
YV��PDJ��HWF�

Reidsma: �:H�KDYH�WR�PHHW�WKH�860&¶V�
VSHFL¿FDWLRQV�� � )RU� WKH� LQLWLDO� 5),� �5H-
TXHVW�IRU�,QIRUPDWLRQ��LQ�������ZH�ORRNHG�
EDFN�DW�RXU�;0��RU�*���W\SH�V\VWHPV�DQG�
ZH�DOVR� ORRNHG�DW� WKH�����RU�SRVVLEO\�GR-
LQJ� VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�� �:KHQ� LW� FDPH�GRZQ�
WR�WKH�DFWXDO�VSHFV�LQ�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW�ZH�

VDLG�µ����VKRXOG�PHHW�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQW�¶��$�
WUXH�FRPPHUFLDO�RII�WKH�VKHOI�V\VWHP�WKDW�
ZDV� UHDG\� DW� WKH� WLPH�� 7KH�+.���� KDV� D�
VLPLODU� DSSHDUDQFH� DQG� RSHUDWRU� WUDLQLQJ�
DV� WKH� FXUUHQW�0��$��DQG�0��� � ,QFRUSR-
UDWH�DQG�LQWHJUDWH�WKH�DQFLOODU\�LWHPV�WKDW�
PHHW�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�UHTXLUHPHQWV�DQG�
RWKHU� VSHFL¿HG� LWHPV� DQG� WKHQ� VXEPLWWHG�
WKH�+.����DV�RXU�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�,$5���
� :KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�RSHQ�EROW�YV��FORVHG�
EROW�� D� FORVHG� EROW� V\VWHP� LV� JRLQJ� WR� EH�
PRUH�DFFXUDWH�FRPSDUHG�WR�DQ�RSHQ�EROW��
VR� LW¶V� D� WUDGHRII�� � ,Q� RUGHU� WR� PHHW� WKH�
DFFXUDF\� UHTXLUHPHQW� ZH� SXW� RXU� HIIRUW�
WRZDUGV� D� FORVHG� EROW� V\VWHP� EHFDXVH�ZH�
NQHZ�ZH�FRXOG�JHW� WKH�DFFXUDF\�RXW�RI� LW���
6R� IDU� WKLV� DFFXUDF\� DSSHDUV� WR� DYHUDJH�
DERXW�����PLQXWHV�RI�DQJOH�ZLWK�D���URXQG�
JURXS�XVLQJ�0����DPPXQLWLRQ���$�EHQH¿W�
RI�WKH�+.����0���,$5�JDV�SLVWRQ�±�RSHU-
ating rod style of operation is that there is 
D�UHGXFHG�DPRXQW�RI�KHDW�JRLQJ�EDFN�LQWR�
WKH�FKDPEHU�DQG�EROW�JURXS�ZKLFK�DOORZV�
IRU�D�VXVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�KLJKHU�WKDQ�WKH�
0���0��GLUHFW�JDV�RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHPV����

SADJ:��+RZ�DERXW�QRW�H[FOXVLYHO\�FORVHG�
RU�RSHQ�EROW��EXW�D�VZLWFKDEOH�V\VWHP"�

Reidsma:� � :LWK� RXU� JDV� SLVWRQ� V\VWHP��
WKH�PDMRULW\� RI� WKH� KHDW� LV� ORFDWHG� LQ� WKH�
JDV�EORFN�DUHD�RI�WKH�ZHDSRQ�VR�LW�LV�DZD\�

IURP�WKH�FKDPEHU���5RXJKO\����SHUFHQW�RI�
WKH� KRW� JDV� DQG� FDUERQ� H[LWV� WKURXJK� WKH�
PX]]OH�RI�WKH�EDUUHO�DQG�JDV�EORFN���7KLV�DO-
ORZV�HQRXJK�RI�D�WLPH�GLVWDQFH�UDWLR�EHIRUH�
WKH�FKDPEHU�JHWV�WRR�KRW���,W¶V�D�³KHDW�VLQN´�
WKDW�JLYHV�\RX�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�JHW�WR�DW�OHDVW�
WKH�PLQLPXP�VXVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�VSHFL-
¿HG� XQGHU� WKH� FRQGLWLRQV�� � 7KH� +.����
0���,$5�LV�D�VLPSOH��PRUH�UHOLDEOH�V\VWHP��
FORVHG�EROW�V\VWHP�IRU�DFFXUDF\�DQG�WKH�JDV�
SLVWRQ� RSHUDWLRQ� DOORZV� IRU� WKH� VXVWDLQHG�
UDWH�RI�¿UH�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�DVNHG�IRU���$�
VZLWFKDEOH�V\VWHP�FRXOG�EH�GHYHORSHG��EXW�
ZRXOG�DGG�FRVW�DQG�WLPH��DQG�ZRXOG�QHHG�WR�
EH� WKRURXJKO\� WHVWHG� IRU� UHOLDELOLW\��ZKLFK�
LV�QRW� DOZD\V�DYDLODEOH�RU�GHVLUDEOH�XQGHU�
DFTXLVLWLRQ�WLPHOLQHV�DQG�¿VFDO�UHVRXUFHV��

SADJ: �%HOW�IHG�YV��PDJD]LQHV�UHPDLQV�DQ�

RSHQ�TXHVWLRQ���<RX�FDQ�VODP�DQ�0���PDJ�
LQ�WKH�VLGH�RI�D�6$:�

Reidsma:��<RX�FDQ��EXW�WKHUH¶V�D�UHOLDELO-
LW\�TXHVWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�0����DQG�PDJD]LQHV���
7KH�PDFKLQH� JXQ� WHFKQLFDO� DQG� RSHUDWRU�
PDQXDOV�ZLOO� WHOO� \RX� WKHUH� DUH� UHOLDELOLW\�
LVVXHV�ZKHQ� \RX�SXW� D�PDJD]LQH� LQWR� WKH�
6$:���7KH�0DULQH�&RUSV¶�UHTXLUHPHQW�VDLG�
WKH�,$5�KDG�WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�86�JRYHUQ-
PHQW����URXQG�PDJD]LQH���,W�DOO�JRHV�EDFN�
WR� WKH� UROH� DQG� XVH� RI� DQ� DXWRPDWLF� ULÀH�
ZLWKLQ� WKH� LQIDQWU\� WHDP�DQG�VTXDG�FRP-
SDUHG�WR�WKDW�RI�D�EHOW�IHG��RSHQ�EROW��OLJKW�
PDFKLQH�JXQ�

SADJ: � :KDW� SHUIRUPDQFH� DQG� RWKHU�
IDFWRUV� OHG� WR� WKH� GHFLVLRQ� WR� DGRSW�+.¶V�
PRGL¿HG�����ULÀH�DV�WKH�860&¶V�,QIDQWU\�
$XWRPDWLF�5LÀH"

Reidsma: �7KLV�LV�PRUH�RI�D�860&�TXHV-
WLRQ���+.¶V�,$5�PHW�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�

SADJ:  Comment on HK’s assertion in a 
UHFHQW� SUHVV� UHOHDVH� WKDW� WKHLU� HQWU\�ZDV�
³'HYHORSHG�DW�QR�FRVW�WR�WKH�8�6��WD[SD\-
HU����´� �+.�ZDVQµW� SDLG� WR� UHVSRQG� WR� WKH�
VROLFLWDWLRQ��WR�GHOLYHU�VDPSOHV��WR�EH�WKHUH�

during the testing, for spare parts if need-
ed and these sorts of things along the way?

Reidsma:��,W¶V�D�WUXH�µQRQ�GHYHORSPHQWDO��
FRPPHUFLDO�RII�WKH�VKHOI¶�JXQ���$�JRRG��UH-
OLDEOH�V\VWHP��DOUHDG\�GHYHORSHG�LQWHUQDO�WR�
+.� EDVHG� RQ� SUHYLRXV� UHTXLUHPHQWV� WKDW�
+.�WRRN�RQ�ERDUG�WKHPVHOYHV��<HV��DV�ZLWK�
WKH�RWKHU�FRPSDQLHV¶�V\VWHPV�SHU�WKH�FRQ-
WUDFW�� VDPSOHV� DQG� VSDUH� SDUWV� ZHUH� SXU-
FKDVHG�DQG�GHOLYHUHG� IRU� WHVWLQJ��KRZHYHU�
QR�JRYHUQPHQW�5	'�GROODUV�ZHUH�VSHQW����

SADJ:� �:KDW� µOHVVRQV� OHDUQHGµ� LQ� IRUPDO�
WHVWV�� ¿HOG� HYDOXDWLRQV�� FRPEDW� H[SHUL-
HQFH��HWF��KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�HQJLQHHULQJ�RU�
RWKHU�PRGL¿FDWLRQV�WR�WKH�0��"

Reidsma:� �0RVW�RI� WKHVH�FDPH� IURP�WKH�
XVHUV� GXULQJ� WKH� OLPLWHG� ¿HOGLQJ� SRUWLRQ��
WKH� WZR� SRLQW� VOLQJ�� UDLO� FRYHUV� DQG� EL-
SRG�ZHUH�XSJUDGHV� WR� WKH� V\VWHP�� �2WKHU�
WKDQ� DQFLOODU\� W\SH� JHDU� WKHUH¶V� UHDOO\� QR�
PDMRU�FKDQJHV�ZLWK�WKH�JXQ���0RUH�RI�WKH�
µFUHDWXUH� FRPIRUWV¶� WKDW� DOORZHG� EHWWHU�
PDUNVPDQVKLS�VXFK�DV�WKH�VOLQJ�RU�EHWWHU�
HPSOR\PHQW�RI�WKH�V\VWHP�VXFK�DV�WKH�EL-
SRG�DQG�UDLO�FRYHUV���,W�JRHV�EDFN�WR�QHZHU�
³VWXII´�YV��ROGHU�³VWXII´�ZLWK�PRGL¿FDWLRQV���

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR

ABOVE:  HK’s M27 IAR, while sharing many of the characteristics of the M16/M4 family of weapons, differs substantially in ditching the “Stoner system” direct 

gas tube that operates the bolt carrier.  Instead, HK engineers chose a piston driven operating rod along with other mechanical refinements and improvements 

for greater reliability and durability.  (HK Defense graphic)  OPPOSITE TOP:  21 November 2011, The Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  Big and 

little brothers.  The USMC’s new M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle is a lightly modified version of Heckler & Koch’s HK416, seen here with a compact 10.4 inch barrel.  

HK’s M27, supported by its Harris/LaRue bipod and topped with the Trijicon 3.5 power TA11SDO-CP, is equipped with accessory items that will be standard 

in USMC service including black colored synthetic rubber Manta rail and broomstick covers.  (Robert Bruce)  OPPOSITE BOTTOM:  21 November 2011, The 

Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  Starting with the piggyback mounted RMR (Ruggedized Miniature Reflex), Trijicon Instructor James “Jimmy” 

White, provides a guided tour of the company’s versatile 3.5 power TA11SDO-CP on HK‘s M27.  Already in service with the Marine Corps as the SDO (Squad 

automatic weapon Day Optic) on M249 SAWs, and selected as the primary sight for its new M27 IAR, its official designation is SU-258/PVQ.  (Robert Bruce)
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SADJ:� � 7KH�0DULQH� &RUSV� WHOOV� XV� WKDW�
hot weather testing showed the desirabil-
LW\�RI�VORZLQJ�WKH�F\FOLF�UDWH�D�ELW�ZLWK�D�
VOLJKWO\� ODUJHU� H[KDXVW� SRUW� LQ� WKH� JDV�
EORFN���2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��ZHUH�WKHUH�HQJL-
QHHULQJ�FKDQJHV"

Reidsma: � $V� IDU� DV� WKH� JXQ� JRHV�� LW¶V�
WKH�+.���� V\VWHP�� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ�� �:H�
GLG� VOLJKWO\� DGMXVW� WKH� JDV� EORFN� H[KDXVW�
WR� IXUWKHU� LPSURYH� ORQJ� WHUP� GXUDELOLW\�
of the system in a range of environments 
DQG� WR�EHWWHU� FRLQFLGH�ZLWK� WKH� LQWHQGHG�
XVH�RI�WKH�,$5�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�DPPXQL-
tion.  Most of the improvements were new 
GHYHORSPHQWV�DW� WKH� WLPH�� � �<RX�VDZ� WKH�
¿ULQJ�SLQ� UHWDLQLQJ�SLQ�EHLQJ� URXQG� DQG�
FDSWLYH� DQG� WKH� UHYHUVLEOH� FKDUJLQJ�KDQ-
dle.  Those were the new developments 
DW�+.�DW� WKH� WLPH�� �:KHUH�QRZ� LWµV� NLQG�
RI� D� VWDQGDUG� EXLOG� RU� DQ� DGGLWLRQDO� DF-
FHVVRU\� LQ�D�UHJXODU�SURGXFWLRQ�UXQ�� �:H�
LQFRUSRUDWHG�WKRVH�GHYHORSPHQWV�LQWR�WKH�
0��� V\VWHP�� � %XW� DV� IDU� DV� µGR� ZH� KDYH�

WR�FKDQJH�WKH�RSHUDWLQJ�V\VWHP�RU�GR�ZH�
KDYH� WR�FKDQJH�FRPSRQHQWV�RU�PDWHULDOV�
RU� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH� WKDW� DORQJ� WKH� ZD\"¶�
WKH� DQVZHU� LV� UHDOO\� QR�� � 1R� PDJLF�� QR�
+.� ZLWFK� GRFWRU�� QRWKLQJ� FRPSOLFDWHG�
�ODXJKV��� � ,W¶V� D� FRPPHUFLDO�RII�WKH�VKHOI�
JXQ�� � $QG� WKH� FROG� KDPPHU� IRUJHG� EDU-
UHOV�ODVW�IRU�¿IWHHQ�WKRXVDQG�URXQGV��HYHQ�
ZLWK�D�ORW�RI�IXOO�DXWR�¿UH���

SADJ:��:H¶YH�DVNHG�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�IRU�
WKHLU�FRPSDULVRQ�RI�0���YV��0����DV�IDU�
DV� F\FOLF� UDWH�� VXVWDLQHG� ¿UH�� UDQJH�� DF-
FXUDF\�� UHOLDELOLW\�� HDVH� RI� KDQGOLQJ�� HWF���
<RXU�FRPPHQWV"

Reidsma:� � &\FOLF� UDWH� LV� DERXW� ���� WR�
����URXQGV�SHU�PLQXWH���7KLV�LV�DERXW�WKH�

VDPH�DV�WKH�0������6XVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�
LV�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����URXQGV�SHU�PLQXWH�RU�
WKUHH�WLPHV�WKDW�RI�DQ�0���DQG�DOPRVW�WKDW�
RI�WKH�0����6$:�VXVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�RI�
���530���,Q�D�FRPSDULVRQ�±�DQG�\RX�KDYH�
WR� ORRN� DW� KRZ� WKH� V\VWHP¶V� EHLQJ� XVHG�
DQG�HPSOR\HG�±�WKH�VXVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�
RI����URXQGV�SHU�PLQXWH�LV�ZKDW�ZH¶OO�VD\�
LW�ZLOO�GR�� � ,W� FDQ�DFWXDOO\�GR�EHWWHU� WKDQ�
WKDW���%HFDXVH�LW�LV�D�FORVHG�EROW�WR�JHW�WKH�
DFFXUDF\�� WKH� DPELHQW� WHPSHUDWXUH� FDQ�
SOD\�D�UROH���$V�\RXU�DPELHQW�WHPSHUDWXUH�
GHFUHDVHV�IURP�����GHJUHHV�\RX�FDQ�DFWX-
DOO\�JHW�D�KLJKHU�VXVWDLQHG�UDWH�RI�¿UH�RXW�
of the system.  
� :KHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�UDQJH��ZH¶OO�OLVW�
D�µJUDGXDWHG�UDQJH¶�VR�LW¶V�ZKDW�WKH�VLJKWLQJ�
V\VWHP�ZLOO�GR�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DPPXQLWLRQ���
6R�LI�\RX¶UH�XVLQJ�WKH�6'2��6TXDG�'D\�2S-
WLF�� LW�ZLOO�JR�RXW�WR�D�WKRXVDQG�PHWHUV�� LI�
\RX¶UH�XVLQJ� WKH� LURQ�VLJKWV� LW¶V�RXW� WR� VL[�
KXQGUHG���<RX�FDQ�VKRRW�WKH�ULÀH�RXW�WR�VL[�
KXQGUHG��QR�SUREOHP�DW�DOO�DQG�\RX�FDQ�KLW�
SRLQW�WDUJHWV�ZLWK�LW���<RX�FDQ�JHW�DUHD�¿UH�

RQ�D�JURXS�RI�WDUJHWV�RXW�WR�D�WKRXVDQG�PH-
WHUV�� �&RPSDUHG�WR�WKH�6$:�LW¶V�WKH�VDPH�
WKLQJ���&RPSDUHG�WR�DQ�0��$���WKH�0���LV�
D� OLWWOH�ELW� IXUWKHU�UHDFKLQJ�GXH� WR� WKH� LQ-
FUHDVHG�DFFXUDF\��
� 5HOLDELOLW\�� ¿IWHHQ� WKRXVDQG� URXQGV�
EDUUHO� OLIH� DQG� PDMRU� FRPSRQHQWV�� � ,W¶OO�
JR� EH\RQG� WKDW� EXW� WKDW¶V� ZKDW� ZH¶UH�
JXDUDQWHHLQJ� DV� D� PLQLPXP�� � 7HQ� WKRX-
VDQG�URXQGV�RQ�PLQRU� LWHPV�� �2QH�RI� WKH�
WHVW�SURFHVV� LWHPV�ZH�GR� LV�DQ�HQGXUDQFH�
WHVW� ZLWK� HYHU\� ORW� RI�0��V�ZH� GHOLYHU� WR�
the Marine Corps.  The government will 
SLFN� RQH� RI� WKH� JXQV� DQG� ZH¶OO� VKRRW� ¿I-
WHHQ� WKRXVDQG� URXQGV� WKH�ZD\� WKH\�ZDQW�
LW�¿UHG�� �:H�PDNH�VXUH�ZH¶YH�VWLOO�JRW� WKH�
DFFXUDF\�DQG�WKH�JXQ�VWLOO�IXQFWLRQV�DQG�LV�
UHOLDEOH�DV�UHTXLUHG���

� /LNH� \RX� VDZ� WRGD\� LW¶V� YHU\� HDV\� WR�
KDQGOH���(DV\�WR�FRQWURO�LQ�EXUVW�¿UH���,W¶V�
LQFUHGLEO\�DFFXUDWH� OLNH�\RX�VDZ�WRGD\�DW�
the range when we were shooting at three 
KXQGUHG� \DUGV� DQG� KLWWLQJ� WKH� WDUJHW� RQ�
WKH�HLJKW�LQFK�KHDG�SODWH���$QG�WKH�ULÀH�ZH�
ZHUH� VKRRWLQJ� KDV� RYHU� ¿IWHHQ� WKRXVDQG�
URXQGV�WKURXJK�LW���
� :KHQ� \RX� GR� D� FRPSDULVRQ� RI� WKH�
0���� DQG� WKH� 0���� RQH� FDQ� VKRRW� MXVW�
DV�IDVW�DV�WKH�RWKHU�VR�LI�\RX�UHDOO\�KDG�WR�
VKRRW� VL[� KXQGUHG� URXQGV� LQ� DERXW� WZR�
RU� WZR� DQG� D� KDOI�PLQXWHV� \RX� FDQ�� � %XW�
�VPLOHV�� ,¶G� EH� FDOOLQJ� IRU� DLU� VXSSRUW� E\�
that point in time.  

SADJ:� � &RPPHQW� RQ� WKH� FKRLFH� RI�7ULML-
FRQ¶V�6'2�DV�SULPDU\�VLJKWLQJ�GHYLFH�

Reidsma:��7KH�7ULMLFRQ�6TXDG�'D\�2SWLF�
is what was already on the Marine Corps’ 
0���V�� �6R� WKDW�VLJKWLQJ�V\VWHP�DFWXDOO\�
HQGHG� XS� ZRUNLQJ� MXVW� ¿QH� RQ� WKH� 0���
,$5�� � ,W¶V� RQH� RI� WKHLU� DVVLJQHG� RSWLFV���

µ7KH�6'2�ZLOO�EH�RQ�WKH�0���¶� �)URP�P\�
H[SHULHQFH�� ,� DFWXDOO\� OLNH� WKH� 6'2� RYHU�
WKH� 5LÀH� &RPEDW� 2SWLF� EHFDXVH� LW� GRHV�
have the extended eye relief in there so it’s 
D�ORW�IDVWHU�WR�JHW�RQ�WDUJHW���:KHQ�\RX¶UH�
WDONLQJ� DERXW� DQ� DXWRPDWLF� ULÀH� RQ� WKH�
PRYH�±�PRUH�D�0DULQH�&RUSV�WDFWLFDO�WRS-
LF�±�ZLWK�WKDW�V\VWHP�\RXU�WDUJHW�DFTXLVL-
WLRQ� LV� VR� IDVW�� � <RXU� SUREDELOLW\� RI� ¿UVW�
URXQG� KLWV� LV� LQFUHGLEO\� KLJK� DQG� WKDW¶V�
H[DFWO\�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�DV�DQ�LQIDQWU\PDQ�
FORVLQJ�ZLWK� WKH� HQHP\�� � ,W� FRPHV� GRZQ�
WR� WKH� JXQ� EHLQJ� DFFXUDWH�� OLJKWZHLJKW��
EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�GHOLYHU�D�KLJKHU�UDWH�RI�¿UH��
DQG�WKH�RSWLFDO�V\VWHP�RQ�LW�ZLWK�UHJDUGV�
WR�¿QGLQJ�WKH�WKUHDW��DQG�WKHQ�EHLQJ�DEOH�
WR�WUDQVLWLRQ�WR�HQJDJLQJ�WKDW�WKUHDW���,W¶V�
LQFUHGLEO\�IDVW�WKURXJK�WKH�SURFHVV���

OPPOSITE TOP:  21 November 2011, The Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  HK’s Robbie Reidsma (left) with an M27, and Trijicon’s 

Jimmy White with an HK416 10.4 inch barrel version, inspect a silhouette target showing the results of some of the morning’s CQB practice.  (Robert 
Bruce)  OPPOSITE BOTTOM:  M27, disassembled.  ABOVE:  Accessories for each M27 IAR include items provided by HK per contract, while the 

Marine Corps adds the SDO sight, bayonet and laser module.  HK offers its steel bodied high reliability magazines as an option, but the Corps is sticking 

with its standard issue aluminum 30-rounders, sending 22 of them off with each rifle.  This adds up to a total of 660 rounds distributed among members 

of the auto rifleman’s fire team in addition to their own basic combat load.  (HK Defense photo)

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR
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SADJ: �&RPPHQW�RQ�DOWHUQDWLYHV�WR�VWDQ-
GDUG�LVVXH� ��� URXQG� PDJD]LQHV� WR� IHHG�
WKH�0�����7KLQJV�OLNH�WKH�&�0DJ��PXOWLSOH�
��V�FOLSSHG�WRJHWKHU��HWF�

Reidsma:��,W¶V�VSHFL¿HG�WKDW�WKH�,$5�KDV�
WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�VWDQGDUG�LVVXH�PDJD]LQHV�
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�¿HOGV���$W�+.�ZH¶YH�GRQH�
VRPH�LQIRUPDO�HYDOXDWLRQV�RI�YDULRXV�KLJK�
FDSDFLW\� PDJD]LQHV�� � <RX� VDZ� XV� XVLQJ�
VRPH�RI�WKHVH�WRGD\�LQ�WKH�OLYH�¿UH���%XW�LW�
ZLOO�EH�XS�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�WR�GHFLGH�LI�
they want something else.    

SADJ:  Comment on how easy or dif-
¿FXOW� LW� KDV� EHHQ� WR� LQWHJUDWH� WKH� 0�����
7KLQJV� OLNH� WUDLQLQJ� RI� RSHUDWRUV� DQG�
DUPRUHUV�� ORJLVWLFDO�VXSSRUW��FKDQJHV�LQ�
WDFWLFDO�GRFWULQH�

Reidsma: �7KH�0���,$5�LWVHOI�LV�OLNH�DQ�
0��$��� � 7KH� RSHUDWRU� HUJRQRPLFV� EH-
KLQG�LW��WKH�FRQWURO�OHYHUV�DQG�HYHU\WKLQJ��
DUH� EDVLFDOO\� WKH� VDPH� DV� ZKDW¶V� RQ� DQ�
0��$��� �6R�\RXU�EDVLF� LQIDQWU\� WUDLQLQJ��
\RXU�TXDOL¿FDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�UDQJH�JRLQJ�EDFN�

USMC SQUAD AUTOMATIC-WEAPON DAY OPTIC (SDO)
(Tech Specs from Trijicon)

MANUFACTURER:  Trijicon, Inc., Wixom, Michigan, USA

NSN: 1240-01-575-1724

USMC NOMENCLATURE:  SU-258/PVQ

TRIJICON MODEL:  TA11SDO-CP

MAGNIFICATION:  3.5 power

OBJECTIVE LENS:  35mm

EYE RELIEF:  2.4 in.

EXIT PUPIL:  10mm

FIELD OF VIEW:  5.5 degrees (31.5 ft. at 100 meters)

LENGTH:  8.7 in.

WEIGHT:  1.34 lbs.

RETICLE:  Horseshoe and red dot with bullet drop compensator, graduated scale for M249 bal-

listics with both standard 19.5 in. and short 14.5 in. barrels.  Illuminated by radioactive tritium and 

fiber optic light collector (no batteries needed)

WATERPROOF:  66 ft.

RMR:  No magnification, 9 MOA amber dot, illuminated by tritium and fiber optic.

SDO ISSUED WITH:  LaRue Tactical LT100 Quick Detach Mount, Tenebrax killFlash anti-reflec-

tive lens device, flip-up lens caps, SDO carrying pouch, lens pen cleaning device, ACOG manual

NOTES:  In 2009, the US Marine Corps selected Trijicon’s 3.5 power TA11SDO as its primary 

sighting device for the M249 light machine gun, to assist gunners in target detection, recogni-

tion, identification, and engagement.  It includes the top-mounted Trijicon RMR (Ruggedized 

Miniature Reflex) sight, providing the operator with quick target acquisition at close quarter 

distances or when the weapon is mounted on a vehicle.  The TA11SDO is also the USMC’s 

pick as primary sighting device for the new M27 Infantry Automatic Rifle.

WR� ���� \DUGV�� � $OO� WKRVH� WHFKQLTXHV� DQG�
RSHUDWRU� HUJRQRPLFV� ZLWK� WKH� 0��� ,$5�
UHPDLQV� WKH� VDPH� DV� IDU� DV� KRZ� \RX�XVH�
LW��KRZ�\RX�ZRUN�WKH�V\VWHP��DQG�KRZ�LW¶V�
¿UHG�� � 6R� IURP� DQ� RSHUDWRU¶V� VWDQGSRLQW�
LW¶V� DV� VLPSOH�DV�SXW�GRZQ�RQH�JXQ��SLFN�
XS�WKH�RWKHU�JXQ�DQG�JR���6LPSOH�DV�WKDW���
0XVFOH�PHPRU\�LV�DOUHDG\�WKHUH��WUDLQLQJ�
LV� DOUHDG\� WKHUH�� LW� UHLQIRUFHV� HLWKHU� V\V-
WHP��QR�SUREOHP�DW�DOO�WKDW�,�DP�DZDUH�RI���
)URP�WKH�RSHUDWRUV�DQG�DUPRUHUV�VWDQG-
SRLQW��WKH�ZD\�WKH�JXQ�ZRUNV�LV�HVVHQWLDOO\�
YHU\�VLPLODU���7KH�ELJ�GLIIHUHQFH�LV�WKH�JDV�
SLVWRQ� ZLWK� WKH� SXVKHU� URG� LQ� WKH� 0���
,$5���<RX�VDZ�WRGD\�RQ�WKH�UDQJH�LW¶V�YHU\�
HDV\�WR�WDNH�DSDUW�DQG�SXW�WRJHWKHU�
� 7KH� DUPRUHU� WUDLQLQJ� LV� YHU\� HDV\��
VLPSOH��DQG�VWUDLJKWIRUZDUG���$�ORW�RI�ZKDW�
WKH\�DOUHDG\�NQRZ�DERXW�D�UHJXODU�0��$��
LV�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�0���,$5���7KH�DFWXDO�RS-
HUDWLQJ�V\VWHP�EHKLQG�WKH�JXQ�LV�GLIIHUHQW�
WKDQ�ZKDW¶V� LQVLGH�DQ�0��$��� �<RX¶YH�DO-
ZD\V�JRW� WR�NHHS� WKDW� LQ� WKH�EDFN�RI�\RXU�
PLQG� IURP� DQ� DUPRUHU� SHUVSHFWLYH� RU� D�
XVHU�PDLQWDLQLQJ�WKH�JXQ���
� &RPSRQHQW� UHSODFHPHQW� ZKHQ�

VRPHWKLQJ�GRHV�ZHDU�RXW� LV�YHU\�VLPSOH���
7KDW� VSHHGV� XS� \RXU� DUPRUHU� SURFHVV��
FXWV� GRZQ� RQ� KLV� WLPH� VR� KH� FDQ� DFWX-
DOO\�ZRUN�RQ�RWKHU�WKLQJV�RU�PRUH�WKLQJV���
7KH�0��� ,$5� ODVWV� IRU� ¿IWHHQ� WKRXVDQG�
URXQGV� IRU� WKH� PDMRU� FRPSRQHQWV� DW� D�
PLQLPXP�� DQG� ,� WKLQN� LW¶V� WHQ� WKRXVDQG�
RU�ULJKW�DURXQG�WKHUH�IRU�SDUWV�DQG�SLHFHV�
OLNH�D�VSULQJ�RU�ZKDWHYHU�
� +.¶V�WUDLQLQJ�SDUW�WR�WKLV�LV�µWUDLQ�WKH�
WUDLQHU¶�FRQFHSW�� �:KHQ�ZH�¿UVW�GHOLYHUHG�
WKH�JXQV�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�ZH�JDYH�WKHP�
DUPRUHU�FODVVHV��JDYH�WKHP�D�EDVLF�RSHUD-
WRU�FODVV�RQ�WKLV�LV�KRZ�WKH�JXQ�ZRUNV��WKLV�
LV�KRZ�WR�PDLQWDLQ�LW��WKLV�LV�DUPRUHU�VWXII���
7KH\� WRRN� LW� IURP� WKHUH� ZLWK� µ1(77V¶� ±�
1HZ�(TXLSPHQW�7UDLQLQJ�7HDPV���
� 7KH�PDLQ� WKLQJ� WR�NHHS� LQ�PLQG� LV�D�
ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZLOO�VD\�µLW¶V�+.��LW¶OO�ODVW�IRU-
HYHU�¶��:HOO�LW�ZRQ¶W���<RX�VWLOO�KDYH�WR�WDNH�
FDUH�RI�HYHU\WKLQJ��\RX�VWLOO�KDYH�WR�SXW�OX-
EULFDWLRQ�RQ�LW��HWFHWHUD���7KH�ELJJHVW�WKLQJ�
,�VHH�LV�SHRSOH�ZLOO�IRUJHW�WR�OXEULFDWH�XS�LQ�
WKH�SLVWRQ�JDV�EORFN�DUHD�DQG�WKH�RSHUDWLQJ�
URG�� �$QG�WKHQ�LI� LW�VWDUWV�JHWWLQJ�VOXJJLVK�
RQ�WKHP�LW¶V�OLNH�µ2.��\HDK�OXEULFDWH�LW�¶��%XW�

WR�EH�RQ�WKH�VDIH�VLGH��ZH�GLG�UXQ�DQ�0���
WKURXJK�D�IHZ�����URXQG�F\FOHV�FRPSOHWHO\�
GU\� ±� LW� ZRUNHG�� EXW� ,� ZRXOG� QRW� UHFRP-
mend doing that.  

SADJ:� � 1R� VSHFLDO� OXEULFDQW� QHHGHG� XS�
there in that high temperature area?

Reidsma:� � 1R� VSHFLDO� OXEULFDWLRQ� LV�
QHHGHG���6LPSOH�UHJXODU�&/3��&OHDQHU��/X-
EULFDQW�3UHVHUYDWLYH��PLOLWDU\�LVVXHG�FRP-
PHUFLDO� ³%UHDN� )UHH´� EUDQG� SURGXFW�� LV�
DOO�WKDW�LV�QRUPDOO\�UHTXLUHG���%HFDXVH�WKH�
+.����V\VWHP�KDV�WR�PHHW�DOO�WKH�0LO�6SHF�
VWXII�WKDW¶V�RXW�WKHUH�DOUHDG\�DQG�EH�FRP-
SDWLEOH�ZLWK�DOO� WKH�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�OXEULFDW-
LQJ�FRPSRXQGV��DOO�WKH�QXFOHDU��ELRORJLFDO�
DQG� FKHPLFDO� GHFRQWDPLQDWLRQ�� � ,W�PHHWV�
DOO�WKH�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RU�LW�ZRXOGQµW�EH�SXW�
into the Marine Corps.  

SADJ: � +.� KDV� D� ������ PLOOLRQ� ,',4�
�,QGH¿QLWH�'HOLYHU\� ,QGH¿QLWH�4XDQWLW\��
FRQWUDFW�ZLWK� WKH�860&�DQG� WKH\µYH�UH-
FHQWO\�RUGHUHG�IXOO�UDWH�SURGXFWLRQ���6WD-
tus report?  

Reidsma:� �+.�KDV�D�GHOLYHU\�RUGHU�IURP�
WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV� IRU�������ZLWK� IXOO� UDWH�
SURGXFWLRQ�ULJKW�QRZ���7KHUH�DUH�����WKDW�
ZHUH� GHOLYHUHG� IRU� /RZ� 5DWH� ,QLWLDO� 3UR-
GXFWLRQ�DQG�OLPLWHG�¿HOGLQJ�RQ�WKH�0DULQH�

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR

ABOVE:  21 November 2011, The Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  In his introduction briefing for the live fire demonstration, Reidsma slides off 

the M27’s one-piece quad rail to reveal the rifle’s piston driven operating rod, a key factor in reliability and durability of the system.  (Robert Bruce)  OPPOSITE:  
21 November 2011, The Crucible training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  Discarding the M16’s direct gas-blown operation that’s handicapped by heat buildup 

and carbon fouling, the HK416/M27’s bolt carrier is “kicked” back by an operating rod impacting a hardened surface that’s integral with the bolt carrier.  Reidsma 

told us this bolt and carrier had endured more than 15,000 rounds in Marine Corps testing and was still going strong in our familiarization  (Robert Bruce)
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&RUSV¶�ELUWKGD\�RI�1RYHPEHU������������,W�
ZDV�UHDOO\�QHDW�KRZ�WKDW�ZRUNHG�RXW���

�(GLWRU¶V�1RWH���7KH�¿UVW�EDWFK�RI�IXOO�UDWH�
SURGXFWLRQ�0��¶V� KDV� EHHQ� GHOLYHUHG� E\�
+.� WR� WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV�� � )XOO� UDWH� SUR-
GXFWLRQ�ZLOO�VWDUW�GHOLYHULHV�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
FDOHQGDU�\HDU��VW�TXDUWHU��

SADJ:� � +DYH� RWKHU� 8�6�� RU� DOOLHG�PLOL-
WDU\� IRUFHV� RU� ODZ� HQIRUFHPHQW� HQWLWLHV�
FRQWDFWHG�\RXU�RI¿FH�H[SUHVVLQJ�LQWHUHVW�
in the M27?

Reidsma:� �,�GR�JHW�FDOOV�DQG�LQWHUHVW�RQ�
WKH�0���,$5�DOO�WKH�WLPH�DQG�,�UHIHU�WKHP�
WR� WKH�0DULQH� &RUSV� EHFDXVH� WKH\¶UH� WKH�
3,&$��3ULPDU\�,QYHQWRU\�&RQWURO�$JHQF\���
,I� WKH\�DFWXDOO\�ZDQW�RQH� WKDW� VD\V� µ0��¶�
RQ�LW�WKH�UHTXHVW�JRHV�WR�WKH�0DULQH�&RUSV���
,I� WKH\�ZDQW� DQ�+.����ZLWK� VL[WHHQ� DQG�
D� KDOI� LQFK� EDUUHO�� WZR� LQFK� ORQJHU� KDQG�
JXDUG��,�FDQ�VHOO� µHP�WKH�+.����DQG�7UL-
MLFRQ�FDQ�VHOO�µHP�WKH�6'2���%XW�,�FDQ�QRW�
VHOO�WKHP�DQ�0����
� 7KH�RWKHU�SDUW�LV�WKDW�D�ORW�RI�RXU�FOL-

HQWV�� ,¶G� YHQWXUH� WR� VD\�� KDYH� D� IHZ����V�
DOUHDG\�� � )RU� H[DPSOH�� LW¶V� WKH� VWDQGDUG�
LVVXH�ULÀH�LQ�WKH�1RUZHJLDQ�$UP\���2WKHU�
WKDQ� WKDW�� ,� FDQ¶W� JR� LQWR�ZKR�� DQG�ZKDW�
W\SHV�RI����V��

SADJ:� � :KDW� KDYH� ZH� PLVVHG� WKDW� \RX�
ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�FRPPHQW�RQ"

Reidsma: �,W�LV�QHDW�WR�ZDWFK�WKH�0DULQHV¶�
H\HV� OLJKW�XS�ZKHQ� WKH\�JHW�GRZQ� IRU� WKH�
¿UVW�WLPH�DQG�VKRRW�LW���/RW�RI�VPLOLQJ�IDF-
HV��D�ORW�RI�OLNH�µZRZ��,¶YH�QHYHU�KDG�D�JXQ�
JURXS� WKLV�JRRG� LQ�P\� OLIH�¶� �$� ORW�RI�¿UVW�
URXQG�KLWV�RQ�WDUJHWV�DW�ORQJ�GLVWDQFH���,W¶V�
GH¿QLWHO\�D�FRQ¿GHQFH�ERRVWHU�DV�ZHOO���
� $�ORW�RI�LW��,�WKLQN��FRPHV�RXW�RI�ZKDW�
ZH�ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�RQ�WKH�UDQJH�WRGD\���
*HWWLQJ� RXW� WKHUH� DQG� VKRRWLQJ� WKH� JXQ��
KRZ�WKDW�JXQ�LV�XVHG���$�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZLOO�
ORRN� DW� LW� OLNH� LW¶V� DQ� 0���� UHSODFHPHQW�
DFURVV�WKH�ERDUG���$QG�LW¶V�QRW���7KHUH¶V�DQ�
RYHUODS� LQ� FDSDELOLW\� EXW� WKH\¶UH� GLIIHUHQW�
FDSDELOLWLHV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�XVH�
� 7KH�0����WKDW¶V�LQ�WKH�DXWRPDWLF�ULÀH�
UROH�ULJKW�QRZ�FDQ�KLQGHU�VRPHERG\¶V�SHU-
IRUPDQFH�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LW¶V�KHDYLHU���

$OVR��LI�WKH�JXQ�KDV�D�VWRSSDJH�ZKHQ�\RX¶UH�
LQ�D�¿UH¿JKW�\RX¶YH�JRW� WR�JHW�GRZQ� LQ� WKH�
SURQH� SRVLWLRQ�� RSHQ� WKH� IHHG� WUD\�� \RX¶UH�
RXWWD�WKH�¿UH¿JKW� IRU� WZHOYH�RU�¿IWHHQ�VHF-
RQGV�ZKLFK�LV�FUXFLDO���$QG�WKDW¶V�LQ�WKH�GD\-
OLJKW���,W�JHWV�ZD\�PRUH�FRPSOLFDWHG�DW�QLJKW���
� :LWK� WKLV�JXQ� LW¶V�D�EOHQGHG�FDSDELO-
LW\�RI�KDYLQJ�D�KLJK�GHJUHH�RI�DFFXUDF\�\HW�
VWLOO� KDYLQJ� WKDW� KLJKHU� VXVWDLQHG� UDWH� RI�
¿UH���%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�ZD\�WKH�V\VWHP�ZRUNV�
ZLWK�D�JDV�SLVWRQ�DQG�D�SXVK�URG�RSHUDWLRQ�
LW¶V�NHHSLQJ�WKDW�KHDW�IURP�WKH�FKDPEHU�IRU�
D�ORQJ�HQRXJK�SHULRG�RI�WLPH���$QG�\RX¶UH�
VWLOO� JHWWLQJ� WKDW� KLJK� GHJUHH� RI� DFFXUDF\�
RXW�RI�LW�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�ORQJ�OLIH�RI�LW�±�¿I-
WHHQ�WKRXVDQG�URXQGV�

SADJ:� �0DQ\�0DULQH� YHWHUDQV� KROG� WKH�
0�����%URZQLQJ�$XWRPDWLF�5LÀH�LQ�KLJK-
HVW� UHJDUG�� �:KDW�ZRXOG� \RX� OLNH� WR� WHOO�
WKHP�DERXW�WRGD\¶V�0���YV��WKH�ROG�%$5"

Reidsma:� � 7KH� %$5�� ������� FDUWULGJH��
WZHQW\�URXQG�PDJ��DQG�ZHLJKLQJ�DSSUR[L-
PDWHO\�WZHQW\�WKUHH�SRXQGV���7KH�%$5�KDG�
D� ORW� RI� VLJQL¿FDQW�XVH� RYHU� D� ORQJ�SHULRG�
RI�WLPH���,W�LV�D�ELJ�KHDY\�JXQ�ZLWK�QRW�D�ORW�
RI�PDJD]LQH�FDSDFLW\���:KHQ�ZH�ORRN�DW�WKH�

�������FDUWULGJH�WKDW�UHFRLOV�D�ORW�PRUH�WKDQ�
D� FXUUHQW� ����PP� DQG� ����PP� URXQGV��
WKHUH¶V�SUREDEO\�QR�ZD\�ZH�FDQ�WDNH�D�����
���RU�HYHQ�D������1$72�FDUWULGJH�DQG�EH�
DEOH� WR� JHW� WKH� VDPH� HQJDJHPHQW� FULWHULD�
UHTXLUHPHQWV� DQG� ZHLJKW� UHTXLUHPHQWV�
WKDW�ZH�FDQ�ZLWK�WKH������SRXQG�0����MXVW�
GXH�WR�WKDW�ELJJHU��KHDYLHU�UHFRLOLQJ�V\VWHP��
� ,�WKLQN�WKH�0���ZLOO�EH�WKH�%$5¶V�OLWWOH�
EURWKHU�� �,W�FRPHV�GRZQ�WR�UHFRLO�PDQDJH-
PHQW� DQG� WR� FRPPRQDOLW\� LQ� WKH� 0DULQH�
5LÀH� 6TXDG�ZLWK� DPPXQLWLRQ��PDJD]LQHV��
everything else.  That’s part of it.  The differ-
HQFH�LV�WKLV�JXQ�ORRNV�OLNH�DQG�KDV�WKH�VDPH�
HUJRQRPLFV�DQG�FRQWUROV�MXVW�OLNH�DQ�0��$��
DQG�0����6R�WUDLQLQJ�ZLVH��WKHUH¶V�PLQLPDO�
WUDLQLQJ� QHHGHG� LQ� JRLQJ� EDFN� DQG� IRUWK���
7KH� JX\V� DUH� EDVLFDOO\� DOUHDG\� WUDLQHG� RQ�
WKH�V\VWHP�WKH\�MXVW�GRQ¶W�HYHQ�NQRZ�LW�\HW���

SADJ: �:RXOG�\RX�VD\�WR�WKHP�WKDW�µZDUV�
are fought differently now’?  

Reidsma:� � <HDK�� ZH� XQGHUVWDQG� WKH� DG-
YDQWDJHV�RI�WKH�%$5¶V�¿UHSRZHU�IRU�LQIDQWU\�
VTXDGV�LQ�::,��::,,�DQG�.RUHD��EXW�LQ�D�
PRGHUQ�GD\�LQIDQWU\�VTXDG��WKH�RWKHU�0D-
ULQHV�DUH�DUPHG�ZLWK�0��V�IHHGLQJ�����PP�
DPPXQLWLRQ�IURP����URXQG�PDJD]LQHV���6R�
QRZ�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�0����D�PRGHUQ�YHUVLRQ�
RI�WKH�%$5�WKDW�ORRNV�OLNH�WKH�RWKHU�V\VWHPV�
WKH\�KDYH�DQG�FDQ�GHOLYHU�D�KLJKHU�YROXPH�
RI�PRUH�DFFXUDWH�¿UHV�ZKLOH�PLQLPL]LQJ�ID-
WLJXH�DV�ZHOO�DV�DFFHSW�WKH�DPPXQLWLRQ�DQG�
ZRUN�UHOLDEO\�ZLWK� WKH�¿HOGHG�PDJD]LQH�RI�
WKH�LQIDQWU\�WHDP�DQG�VTXDG���7KDW�¿WV�WKH�
ZD\�WKH�0DULQHV�¿JKW��ZKDW�WKH\�¿JKW�ZLWK�
DQG�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�FRPEDW�WRGD\�
� ,I� \RX� QHHG� WR� UHDFK� RXW� EH\RQG�
¿YH� KXQGUHG� PHWHUV� RU� PRUH� DQG� KLW�
KDUGHU� WKHUH� DUH� RWKHU� ZHDSRQV� RUJDQLF�
WR�WKH�LQIDQWU\�FRPSDQ\���<RX¶YH�VWLOO�JRW�
����PP� 0���� PHGLXP� PDFKLQH� JXQV�
DQG� WKH� &RUSV� LV� NHHSLQJ� VRPH� ����PP�
0���� OLJKW�PDFKLQH�JXQV�� �'UDJRQ�PLV-
VLOH�V\VWHPV��PRUWDUV��DQG�PRUH�WR�FDOO�LQ�
IRU� VXSSRUW�� � <RX¶YH� JRW� KHOLFRSWHUV� DQG�
PRUH� LQ� WKH� ZKROH� 0DULQH� $LU� *URXQG�
7DVN�)RUFH�ZLWK� DUPDPHQW� WR� EHDU� RQ� D�
JLYHQ� WKUHDW� LI� LW¶V�ZD\� RXW� WKHUH�� � 7\SL-
FDOO\� \RXU� 0DULQH� ULÀH� VTXDG� ¿JKWV� RXW�
WR� WKH� IRXU� KXQGUHG�PHWHU�PDUN�� � 7KH\�
FDQ�LQÀXHQFH�DQG�H[WHQG�EH\RQG�WKDW�EH-

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR

OPPOSITE TOP:  21 November 2011, The Cruci-

ble training center, Stafford County, Virginia.  Dem-

onstrating the M27 in close quarters assault, White 

has both eyes open behind the Trijicon SDO as he 

slams burst after burst into the lineup of silhouette 

targets on Crucible’s Range 5.  (Robert Bruce)

MANUFACTURER:  Heckler & Koch GmbH, Oberndorf, Germany (HK Defense, Ashburn, 

Virginia, USA)

NSN:  1005-01-579-5325

CALIBER: 5.56 x 45mm NATO (SS109/M855 cartridge), muzzle velocity 2,900 (+/-) fps

OPERATION:  Air cooled, gas operated, short stroke piston-driven operating rod, fires from closed bolt

LOCKING:  M16 style multi-lug rotating bolt in carrier  

SELECTOR:  Safe, Semi-Auto, Full Auto

RATE OF FIRE:  700 - 850 rpm cyclic, 36 rpm sustained  

FEED:  US military standard 30 round M16 type magazine  

LENGTH:  (stock extended) 37.5 in.

WEIGHT:  8.16 lbs. weapon only.  Combat weight w/loaded 30 round magazine, SDO and iron 

sights, PEQ-16 laser, sling, bipod, vertical foregrip, rail cover set: 12.67 lbs.

BARREL:  16.5 in. long, fixed (not quick change) barrel is cold hammer forged for exceptional 

durability, 6 groove rifling, 1 in 7 in. right twist, tipped with M16 type ‘birdcage“ flash suppressor, 

integral bayonet lug  

SIGHTS (ASSIGNED BY USMC):  Trijicon 3.5 power SDO, Knight’s Armament BUIS (backup 

iron sights)

BUTTSTOCK:  HK 6-position telescoping stock with internal storage space

ISSUED WITH: 22 ea. US military M16 type 30 round magazines, Blue Force Gear’s Vickers Com-

bat Applications Sling and rail sling mount, AIM Manta Rail Covers, Harris Larue tactical bipod, 

Knight’s Armament Backup Iron Sights and “broomstick” foregrip, M16 type blank firing adaptor, 

USMC operators manual, Otis cleaning kit, , Ontario Knife USMC bayonet (M16/M4 compatible) 

NOTES:  The M27’s nomenclature is a tribute to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Marine 

Division for its seminal role in championing a revival of automatic rifles in the Corps.  It is now replac-

ing the M249 Squad Automatic Weapon in all USMC infantry fire teams.  The M27 is a slightly modi-

fied version of Heckler & Koch’s highly respected HK 416 rifle, originally developed for U.S. special 

operations forces.  The rifle’s proprietary gas piston system was first introduced by HK on its G36, 

boasting cooler and cleaner operation than Stoner-type direct gas impingement of the M16 rifle and 

M4 carbine.  The M27 features HK’s 1 piece quad, free-floating, 11 inch long, M1913 Picatinny Rail 

system, barrel life 15,000 + rounds, parts life 10,000 + rounds, accuracy 2 MOA w/ service ammuni-

tion, “Over the beach” features allowing safe and effective firing after being fully submerged in water.

USMC M27 INFANTRY AUTOMATIC RIFLE
(Tech Specs from HKD)

FDXVH�RI� WKH� V\VWHP�FDSDELOLWLHV�� �%XW� DV�
IDU� DV� \RXU� WUXH� ¿JKW�� LW¶V� DOO� LQVLGH� WKDW�
IRXU�KXQGUHG�PHWHU�UDQJH���

SADJ:� �:RXOG� \RX�ZDQW� WR� FOHDU� EXLOG-
LQJV�ZLWK�D�%$5"

Reidsma:� � 1R�� ,� ZRXOG� YHQWXUH� WR� VD\�
\RX�ZRXOG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�FOHDU�D�KRXVH�ZLWK�D�
%$5���-XVW�DV�\RX�ZRXOG�QRW�ZDQW�WR�FOHDU�D�
KRXVH�ZLWK�DQ�RSHQ�EROW��EHOW�IHG�OLJKW�PD-
FKLQH� JXQ�� � ,W¶V� WRR� FXPEHUVRPH�� � $JDLQ��
KDYLQJ�DQ�DXWRPDWLF�ULÀHPDQ�ZLWK�DQ�0���
,$5�OHQGV�LWVHOI�WR�HYHU\�HQYLURQPHQW�

� 6R�ZKHWKHU�KH¶V�JRW�WR�VZLP�ZLWK�LW��
GR�XUEDQ�ZRUN�ZLWK�LW��¿JKW�LQ�WKH�MXQJOH�
ZLWK�LW��RXW�LQ�WKH�GHVHUW�ZLWK�LW��LQ�DQG�RXW�
RI�YHKLFOHV�ZLWK�LW��WKH�0���LV�PXFK��PXFK�

HDVLHU� WR�PDQHXYHU�� JHW� LQWR� DFWLRQ�� DQG�
VWD\�LQ�DFWLRQ���

PART 2: FROM BAR TO IAR (NEXT ISSUE)
� ,Q� WKH� ODWH� ����V�� WKH�0DULQH� &RUSV�
PDGH� WKH� LOO�IDWHG� GHFLVLRQ� WR� GLWFK� LWV�
LFRQLF�%URZQLQJ�$XWRPDWLF�5LÀH�RI�:RUOG�
:DU���DQG�.RUHDQ�:DU�IDPH�LQ�IDYRU�RI�D�
ELSRG�HTXLSSHG�0�����7KLV�XQZRUNDEOH�ULJ�
ZDV�UHSODFHG�E\�WKH�KHDY\�DQG�XQZLHOG\�
����PP� 0��� PDFKLQH� JXQ� GXULQJ� WKH�
9LHWQDP�:DU�� � 7KH� ����PP�0���� 6$:��
D� ³EDE\�0��´� WR� VRPH�� IROORZHG� LQ� �������
Now, some 27 years later, the Corps is 
UDSLGO\�¿HOGLQJ�WKH�0���,$5���/HDUQ�KRZ�
WKH�/HDWKHUQHFN�FKDLQ�RI�FRPPDQG�FDPH�
WR�JULSV�ZLWK�XQLW�OHYHO� FRPSODLQWV�DERXW�
WKH�6$:¶V�VKRUWFRPLQJV�DQG�JRW�D�VXLWDEOH�
UHSODFHPHQW�WKURXJK�³WKH�V\VWHP�´
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5REHUW� ³5REELH´� 5HLGVPD�� 0��� 3UR-
JUDP�0DQDJHU� IRU�+.�'HIHQVH�� WDNHV�XV�
WKURXJK� WKH� ULÀH¶V� ¿HOG� VWULS� VHTXHQFH���
3ODFH� WKH� VHOHFWRU� RQ� 6$)(�� UHPRYH� WKH�
PDJD]LQH��SXOO�EDFN�RQ�WKH�FKDUJLQJ�KDQ-
GOH� WR� UHWUDFW� WKH� EROW� FDUULHU�� FKHFN� WKH�
FKDPEHU� WR� HQVXUH� QR� FDUWULGJH� LV� SUHV-
HQW�� �5HWXUQ� WKH�EROW� FDUULHU�DVVHPEO\� WR�
WKH�IRUZDUG�DQG�ORFNHG�SRVLWLRQ�

8VLQJ� WKH� EXOOHW� SRLQW� RI� D� FDUWULGJH� RU�
VLPLODU� WRRO��SXVK� WKH� UHDU� WDNHGRZQ�SLQ�
WKURXJK�IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW�XQWLO�LW�VWRSV�LQ�
WKH� IXOO\� H[WHQGHG� SRVLWLRQ� ZKHUH� LW� UH-
PDLQV�FDSWLYH�LQ�WKH�ORZHU�UHFHLYHU�

3LYRW�WKH�XSSHU�UHFHLYHU�RSHQ��GHSUHVV�WKH�
FDWFK� RQ� WKH� FKDUJLQJ� KDQGOH� DQG� ZLWK-
GUDZ� WKH� EROW� FDUULHU� DVVHPEO\� IURP� WKH�
UHDU���7KH�VHULHV�RI�WULDQJXODU�FXWV�RQ�WKH�
VLGH�RI�WKH�EROW�FDUULHU�ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�IRU-
ZDUG�DVVLVW�� �:KLOH� LW� LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\� WR�
VHSDUDWH� WKH� UHFHLYHU� KDOYHV�� WKLV� FDQ� EH�
GRQH� E\� SXVKLQJ� WKH� UHFHLYHU� SLYRW� SLQ�
WKURXJK�IURP�OHIW�WR�ULJKW�XQWLO�LW�FDWFKHV�
LQ�WKH�IXOO\�H[WHQGHG�SRVLWLRQ�

&RQWLQXH� WR� SXOO� WKH� FKDUJLQJ� KDQGOH� WR�
WKH� UHDU� XQWLO� UHVLVWDQFH� LV� HQFRXQWHUHG��
/LIW�XS�RQ�WKH�FKDUJLQJ�KDQGOH�DQG�VHSD-
UDWH�LW�IURP�WKH�XSSHU�UHFHLYHU�

7KH� FKDUJLQJ� KDQGOH� FDQ� EH� XVHG� WR� GH-
SUHVV�WKH�EXIIHU�GHWHQW��DOORZLQJ�WKH�EXI-
fer assembly and spring to be withdrawn 
IURP�WKH�EXWWVWRFN�WXEH���7KH�UHG�GRW�DQG�
+.�PDUNLQJ�VKRZ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�WKH�VSHFLDO�
GHVLJQ�ZLWK�JUDQXODWHG�WXQJVWHQ�¿OOHU�

/XJV�RQ�WKH�EROW�KHDG�FDQ�EH�XVHG�DV�D�ZUHQFK�WR�WXUQ�WKH�)UHH�)ORDWLQJ�5DLO�6\VWHP��))56��
UHWDLQLQJ�VFUHZ�FRXQWHU�FORFNZLVH��WKHQ�SXOO�XQWLO�LW�FDWFKHV�LQ�WKH�IXOO\�H[WHQGHG�SRVLWLRQ�

3XOO�IRUZDUG�RQ�WKH�))56�WR�VHSDUDWH�LW�IURP�WKH�EDUUHO�DVVHPEO\���1RWH�KRZ�WKH�))56�
UHWDLQLQJ�VFUHZ�LV�VHFXUHO\�KHOG�LQ�WKH�GHHS�JURRYH�PDFKLQHG�LQ�WKH�EDUUHO�ORFNLQJ�FROODU�

7KH�0��¶V� RQH� SLHFH�� IRXU� UDLO� ))56� DV�
VHHQ�IURP�WKH�PX]]OH�HQG�

'LVHQJDJH� WKH� SLVWRQ� URG� IURP� WKH� JDV�
SLVWRQ�E\�SXVKLQJ�EDFN�DJDLQVW� LWV�FRLOHG�
spring and lifting it free.

3XOO�WKH�JDV�SLVWRQ�IURP�WKH�JDV�EORFN�

7R�GLVDVVHPEOH�WKH�EROW�DQG�FDUULHU��¿UVW�
SXVK�WKH�¿ULQJ�SLQ�UHWDLQLQJ�SLQ�WKURXJK�
IURP�ULJKW�WR�OHIW�XQWLO�LW�FDWFKHV�LQ�SODFH�

/LIW� XS� RQ� WKH� HQG� RI� WKH� VSULQJ� ORDGHG�
GURS�VDIHW\�DQG�ZLWKGUDZ�WKH�¿ULQJ�SLQ�DQG�
spring assembly from the rear of the bolt.

7KLV� IUHHV� WKH� FDP�SLQ� WR� EH� OLIWHG� RXW� RI�
EROW�DQG�FDUULHU�

Slide the bolt for-
ZDUG�RXW�RI�LWV�FDUUL-
HU���,W�LV�QRW�QHFHVVDU\�
WR�UHPRYH�WKH�H[WUDF-
WRU� HDFK� WLPH� WKH�
weapon is stripped 
DQG�FOHDQHG�

M27 FIELD STRIP SEQUENCE
21 NOVEMBER 2011  //  THE CRUCIBLE TRAINING CENTER, STAFFORD COUNTY, VIRGINIA.  PHOTOS BY ROBERT BRUCE

THE U.S. MARINE CORPS’ M27 IAR
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